3/11/95 


Peter Skutches | 

diehard Gallen ic ®o« t 
260 Fifth ^ve., / 

hew York, iTY 10001 


Bear Peter, 

Thanks for taking the time for your 3/7, for the explanations and reminders, and 
hope yd'U can understand vliy I was upset, Uhat led me to believe that the ms, Jhad 
been retyped is seeing marks unlike those I’d seen after Kevin's work. I did/not read 
what the copy editor sent. Tnere was no ppirjfin that when the copy had 'been\ent to the 
printer. How 1 know why those are different markings «, But in almost two years I’d for- 
gotten tliat you'd said jjjfrou 1 d prepare clean copy. Much has happened to me in those yars 
and I was involved in much other writing 


Years ago I was pretty tough and the more upset I became th® better I was. What 
really opened the subject up was an arranged gangup on me in about August, 1966, by 
a UKEW-TV producer and the FBI. A t prepared four erudite hew York lawyers to do me 
in on a segment of the Alan Burke show. Instead of it being a segment the cameras ran for 
two hours and twenty- minutes. When the show was aired it got the highest ratings that 
slot ever had and when the airing was over my phone began to ring and I never gpt back 
to sleep because it never stopped ringing.liade u 3iitewash a best seller that week. I had 
to ship to wholesalers there two or three times that week and at the end of the week had 
to reprint, bith that gangup all prepared and a surprise to me. The Commission lawyers 


asked for their show to x’espond to wliat the Burke show led to, a program titled The Minor- 
ity tteport. The lawyers iiad been invite^ but declined. When they were given their show 
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x asked for reciprocal courtesies, was invested, and when thojfj lawyer, five or six of them, 
heard I alene would confront them, they gave their show up and did not appear. 

Beginning with my heart and circulatory troubles that changed.Maybe age had a little 


to do with it. I am more easily upset now and I feel it differently. 

I was deeply troubled with what happened to Case Open. Efaren that I corrected typos 
in it twice and they a£)|>aar in the book. Afl/d what else was done to it was not even hinted 
at in advance. I was troubled when 1 saw the cover, with the^s uiititle omitted. This is 
not a book on JFK. and the word"conspiracy" in titles also sell^books. 

I*d asked to see the ms as it iiad been edited twice. The more recent time was months 
ago so I could let the new assassination records board know what was not in it because 
there was in it as 1 wrote it what it can use in its mission. (l just heard from them a gain 
in today's mail about other matters.) I got no response. I suggest that if I had been sent 
a copy- and I $did not accuse you of keeping/®®' secrets from me- it would have been less 


costly now, would iiave speeded production up and there would have been no problems of any 
land on my end. 


I was well aware of repetitions that served no purpose. The way X worked that was 



time fox 1 tafo 
my heart ope: 


invei table* I sat down and began writing tho book without an outline, i'j^g j_ B no -}; 
boast and it i is not the way to write any tiling. In my situation, if I were to do wh&t I 
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set out to do I liad little alternative. It was, whether or not now published, to per- 
fect the record for our liistory to the degree possible for me in the time that remains 

for me. 1& is not oppressive to me. j-t does not depress me. But I've been on borrowed 
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decades now, I was not expected to survibe emergency surgery in 19&1 or 
.’ation of late 1909® There was another indication of how unusual my survival 
is in a| letter from the chief of cardiovascular and transplant surgery fit John Hopkins 
a week or less ago. % said, add these are close to liis exact words, "I think you should 
medical profession is itewildered by your spirit." Implying that and what 
it lias had mja doing is the only reason I am still alive. But this is what dominates my 
wci’k and at [the least contributes to my getting upset when years ago I would not have. 

Last 3 un liner x learned tliat 1 iiave no functioning artery in either leg. But then the 
family doctor^ expected me to lose them more than 20 years ago. 

So I hate to waste any of the ti/x that remains for me. As I did in correcting the 
typos in Case fopen in the typescript and on the proofs only to find them faithfully 
incorporated in the book. 

And that did come to mind when I saw the HOVER AGA32T! proofs. 

It was ra tlier difficult for me when Laura phoned me yesterday to ask me when she could 
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expect the first pages - which I had sent so that Jennifer should have had them Mk 
F ebruary 20. I'd not been asked where they were if they did not arrive in all that time. 

Or when twice thereafter I sent the rest of the proofs. Or when I sent a memo I'd for- 
gotten to include irja a package. I'd wrapped the first set of proofs, through 25®, in 
cardboard, with addresses on it or mn the brown paper in which I think I wrapped it, I 
tlien used a Priority Kail envelope large enough for those pages, and I taped it twice 
each way with two inch tape. 

I'd made a copy of the proofs to be able to answer questions and we got a copy of 
them to haura by tliis morning. l'\£e heard from her. She lias them. 

I 'be also told her tliat whatever s/pe does or does not do I'll have no complaint. 

She knows when I'll not be able to answer the phone this coming week. 

She told me you do not Iiave FBI Exhibit 60. I am pretty sure I have another fropy of 

it, an 8x10 glossy, in the basement. I've arranged for someohe to retrieve tliat for me 
tomorrow and I'll, them send it as I did the proofs, to her, Fedex, using your number* I 

am not an Fedex stop. I think there is not the same rush on that so I'll no t send it 

overnight delivery. 

I tiiink it will be a good idea if kj4w the approximate pub date. There may bes 

some tilings I can do to help the book. There are if I were not so immobile.lt is not 

impossible that if have one pr a few of the earlier copies when the book is manufactured 
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X might be able to do something with it. One thing I have in raid is speaking to the AP 



morning news 
reporter the: 


reporter forj tliis area. She is not as good as Washington but I can)(t get there. She 
feeds the Maryland State desk in Baltimore and they do not decide what gets on the 
national wire. But this now is the only Way I can attempt to make the national wire, 

There is no local TV station to feed any net and the radio reporters eU) not often 
think in terms of feeding their nets. Even though one # qdvanced to being a CBS anchor. 

If ftaphaela can learn from HBC-TV if the Afike -Snyder who is their earl^fflapnittg 
anchor came from KXAS-TV, F, rt Yfyprth, X helped him make anchor. -frpm 
(re and would write him, Thaf" ii ike Snyder was the first to pir tliat 
Katzenbach memo on TV. I used it in an interview years aho and gave him a copy for 
him to show |on the tube. 

I’m trying to locate '-'hip Selby of the Dolce interview. He left Unsolved Myster^fek 
some time ago. I want to get the videotape of that interview, jj^e used &nly seconds of it, 

X think that among other tilings that has possibilities on Philadelphia TV, 

On that, if ftapliaela can learn if Steve Sell is itill a KfW-TV anchor in Phila, he 
knows and lik^ed me from his ^ood Homing America anchor days, (One of the few cuts 
I asked be festored is more quotable on Specter as a i soung bite.) With any attention 
in Penna, the book can zing there. 

On Penna,, I think it would worth the cost to get a copy ^ to Dr, Cyril Wecht, 
Department of Pathology, Central Medical Crjeter and Hospital, 1200 Centre Ave. , Pittd- 
burjh, P5$ 15219# He hates Specter, is for thejformer head of the Academy of Forensic Sciences 
and another professional organization and when the time comes I’ll write^im and see if 
he can do any good from there. Or if he is to attend or speak at a professional meeting. 

He is a friend. 


I hope the corrected list of my books IfS' #’ s ent up can be included, if not where X 
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suggested, after the index. This is not to sell books, I’s rather my Wife and not have 
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the paperwork and the packaging to do now, it is a hit much for uj 1 . It serves other 

useful pruporses. x wo that I did not have in mind from '"'ase Open my amuse you. One is 

that the travelling secretary of a major league baseball team came to see me. We’d liave 
been his skybox Quests if the strike had not come whep it <^it/l Another is a Florida- 
based salesman for a major corporation. He >gend me ciptus from the orchards, 60 ppunds 
at a time. Temple oranges due here the first of next week# Shipped yesterday J 

If you get clean proofs before manufacture I would like to be able to try and use 
that clipater. I did not liave Dixie ^n rJ y Kind* x t is Philly u n iJ y H±n&* I can 

then make arty co ies I may be able to use/ if you could send me one xerox of it,* 

MtUM *71 a41iAo omJ 




